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Resource: 
A Professional Learning Community �± 

Understanding, Validating, and Building on the Language Practices 
of Emergent Multilingual Learners (EMLLs) 1 in Prekindergarten 

Introduction: A Professional Learning Community on Emergent 
Multilingual Learners 

This resource guide is meant for administrators and teachers who would like to create a 
Professional Learning Community (PLC) around dynamic bilingual language development in 
early childhood classrooms. 

A PLC is a group of educators that meets regularly, shares expertise, and works collaboratively 
to improve teaching skills and the academic performance of students. PLCs can take many 
forms �t they can be sponsored by the school officially or groups of teachers may decide to form 
a study group to learn collaboratively about a given topic. Parents and families should also be 
���v���}�µ�Œ���P�������š�} �����������‰���Œ�š���}�( �����•���Z�}�}�o�[�• �W�>���X 

Dynamic bilingualism refers to the way bilinguals use all of their linguistic resources fluidly to 
make meaning and communicate in mul
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�x Teachers will take the Action laid out in a task at the end of each session plan 
with their students or their families in the week between the PLC sessions. 
Teachers 
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�Y�µ���•�š�]�}�v�• �����}�µ�š �&���u�]�o�]���•�[ �&�µ�v���• �}�( �<�v�}�Á�o�����P�� 

�x What does your family enjoy doing on the weekends? 
�x What are your occupations? 
�x Does your family engage in any religious activities? 
�x �t�Z���š�����Œ�����•�}�u�����}�( �Ç�}�µ�Œ �(���u�]�o�Ç�[�• �(���À�}�Œ�]�š�����š���o���À�]�•�]�}�v �•�Z�}�Á�•�M 
�x 
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Action 2: 
Observing EMLLs 

Introduction 
�d�������Z���Œ�• �����v �����š�š���Œ �µ�v��LLs 
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Actioml/Conlent Child's Talk Non-verbal Lanr.,'llage 
of lhc cou,·crsaliou ULtU.llllt:tLt CVt'.l)'llhin~ lhc cniltl :,wys.. H ow do �~� c.::tli.l use (bciT bod1es/fi.whd 

What arc the-children doi n~'! es,q,n~s~inus/y,e!'>llHt!-~ tf: ,:om11111n:c:a1e? 
\Vbo 1:U'U 0Jev tl:llkll.:~ k l'! Df, they use objecH;.1 

~ •s,•ribe how stud,•ms itsc any Qf 1Ju~foilov,1i11g to 
ffl~mu.~ir.r.rr.· 
Uc:-lu:c,; 
F::u~ial e·,qwe~sit)n~ 
Whole body movements 
Ohiel~ls. 

Renect on C.hildrcn'~ I.anguagc Practices: 

How is the child's disposition as she/he. engages in play? 
How is the child's dl$position as shcihc conuuun.icat:cs with others? 
Wlu1t js the r c.asou thty use. la11guagc or iulcntel wi lh others? Do they want to ... 

• I o ask for things1 
• To make friends? 
• Tt1 ~m Id ;mmr.lhi n,:, t0r,:.~th~r'! 
• t'rt; lt!ml 11l:1y $('P.mlric,,;'> 

Dcscri b<: bow the cltild couuuuoicau:s (wilh claildrcu, adults) through word.'i. 
De8cribe how the child curruouok:,te,, (wilb children, :,dulb) tltrougb 11on-verlJal /anKuage. 

TTow docs the student. use I .OTF. and English? n oes the choice of language vary dcpenrli.ng on the audiencncs t u d e n t v a r y  E . 0 6 7  2 J i s h ? 5 1 u 5 5 3 8 7 1 8   0  1 i 4 h T m 
 ( E . 0 t ) 
 g 7  3 2 1 . 5 on c



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VD-aiOeZc84




http://connection.ebscohost.com/c/articles/34739481/playing-within-beyond-story-encouraging-book-related-pretend-play
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/03004430.2016.1266588
http://www.earlychildhoodaustralia.org.au/our-publications/australasian-journal-early-childhood/index-abstracts/ajec-vol-42-no-1-june-2017/play-based-learning-intentional-teaching-forever-different/
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�x Members of the PLC should share some of the key points in the articles, questions they 
have
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Action 5: 
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�x Allow time for teachers to share their experience implementing the Action over the 
previous week. Teachers should be encouraged to share and reflect on their plan for 
emergent literacy and play, and share ideas, anecdotes, student work, video or audio 
recordings, and/or questions that have emerged. 

�x Members of the PLC should share some of the key points in the articles, questions they 
have, and ideas for adapting classroom practices accordingly. The following discussion 
questions could also be used to guide the conversation: 
1. What is the difference between parent engagement and parent partnerships? Do 

you think �Ç�}�µ�Œ �•�š�µ�����v�š�•�[���‰���Œ���v�š�• �Á�}�µ�o�� ���}nsider themselves as engaged or 
partnered? 

2. What are some ways you can partner with parents who cannot be physically present 
in the classroom? 

After this session: Take action! 

Ask families to work with their child to create a Family Crest (below and listed in Appendix F), 
choosing images that represent all that is important to them about their heritage, language, 
culture, and history. They may also use words or sentences in their home languages. Invite 
family members to share their crest with the class and talk about what they included, then 
collaboratively merge the crests to form a class family quilt. Decorating your classroom with 
this family quilt will enhance its multilingual ecology and can serve 
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them year-round. Moreover, educators must regularly observe and celebrate ���D�>�>�•�[ entire 
linguistic repertoire while creating opportunities to extend their language practices through 
play and thoughtful interactions. An ongoing system of collaboration amongst educators at 
your school can help everyone continue to feel supported in the ongoing effort of recognizing, 
cultivating, and celebrating multilingualism. 
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APPENDIX D 

Interacting with EMLLs: 
Asking Questions �d�Z���š ���µ�]�o�����}�v �^�š�µ�����v�š�•�[ Linguistic Repertoires 

Over the next few days, focus on the questions you ask your students: how do you ask them, what type 
of questions are they? Consider how your EMLLs respond (you should also note the content and 
language of their responses). You might even consider audio recording yourself 
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APPENDIX E 

Thematic Unit Planning 
for Emergent Literacy and Play that Sustains Bilingualism 

Look at a thematic unit that will be taught in the near future. Work with a colleague to think 
�����}�µ�š �Z�}�Á �Ç�}�µ �����v �‰�o���v �(�}�Œ���‰�o���Ç �]�v �Á���Ç�• �š�Z���š ���µ�]�o�� �}�v �•�š�µ�����v�š�•�[ ���]�o�]�v�P�µ���o �]�����v�š�]�š�]���•�X 

Thematic Unit: ________________________________________________________________ 

Setting 
Concept or languages 

to be modeled 
through play 

Props that extend the 
unit & may elicit culturally 

& linguistically-specific 
creativity 

How can families 
contribute? What 

connections 
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Family Crest 

APPENDIX G 

26 
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Name: _ _____, _____ _ Date: -----

_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 

Professional Learning Community Reflection Questions 

In preparation for our culminating PLC meeting, please take time to answer the following 
questions about your experience throughout the Professional Learning Community: 

1. In what ways, if any, has your participation in the PLC impacted your beliefs about 
bilingualism? 

2. What have you noticed about the way your EMLLs use language during play? Have you 
noticed any changes in 
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